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NORTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

Tuesday 4
th

 April 2016 7.30pm Norton Village Hall 
 

 
Present:   Chairman – Kim Russell 

          County Councillor Alan Hills 
                15 members of the public 
        Parish Clerk/RFO Richard Oliver 
 
 
Welcome from Norton Parish Council Chairman 

 
Chairman and Councillor Kim Russell welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 
Parish Council Annual Report 

 
Cllr Russell read out her report focusing on the Daventry NE SUE, very poor broadband speeds in the 
village and the state of footways and roads in and around the village. After a meeting between Cllrs 
Russell and Goodman with Ian Smith at Highways, resurfacing in and around the village had significantly 
improved the roads. In particular, Cllr Russell explained that the increase in the village precept was 
necessary to pay for replacing all the outdated and inefficient village lights and the removal of brackets 
from houses to new lighting columns. Because of the costs involved the work would still need to be done 
in several phases as the Parish Council saved the money to pay for the work involved. Cllr Russell 
thanked Cllr Hills for his help and support and also the District Councillors, Cllr Amos and Cllr Brown for 
their advice and support throughout the year. Cllr Russell’s full report can be read on the Parish Council 
website at http://nortonvillagepc.weebly.com/annual-parish-meeting.html  
 
 
Reports to the meeting 

  
Reports from County Councillor Alan Hills, PCSO Kev Thompson Northants Police, Frances Moorhouse-
Allotments, Andree Rodriguez-Veglio, Neighbourhood Watch and Roger Saunders-NVCA read out their 
own reports Contact details for NVCA and their forthcoming events can be found in the Village Newsletter 
which can be accessed at http://nortonvillagepc.weebly.com/norton-news.html.  
 
Cllr Hills asked that the Womens Cycle Tour which was starting in Daventry on 7 June be supported and 
there are match-funded grants available from Tim Cantwell at Daventry District Council.  
 
Cllr Russell explained that the metal detectorist part of NN Past no longer operated but that the historical 
society section was still in existence.  
 
Cllr Carole Child gave a report on the continuing progress of the Norton Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group. A draft plan is expected soon for presentation to the Parish Council. Cllr Child emphasized that it 
would only be a draft and the parishioners would have the final say on the shape of the plan. Electronic 
copies of reports, where available, will be on the Norton Parish Council website. Cllr Hills urged all 
parishioners to have input in to the plan. 
 
The Chairman opened the floor to questions. A request was made for an additional streetlight near the 
village hall. Cllr Russell said it would be taken to the May Parish Council meeting for consideration. A 
request was also made for an explanation of the precept increase to be included in the next village 
newsletter.  
 
Dissatisfaction over the dire broadband speeds in the village was again emphasised and Cllr Russell said 
she felt badly let down by BT after they had reneged on an undertaken they had given to her at a meeting 
promising Norton would be included in the next installation phase. Gigaclear is the company who may 
install fibre cabling to the village. If you want to register interest please go their website for more 
information https://www.gigaclear.com  
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A question on funding to support the fabric of the church was raised. Cllr Russell said a funding strategy 
needed to be finalised that would direct funds to ensure that the church and building and some important 
artifacts within the church could be restored and made safe. 
 
 
Date of next Annual Parish Meeting 

To be advised. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.20PM 

 


